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FROM THE PASTOR

September is “Christian Education” month, but | prefer to think of it as a kickoff time for “Life-long Learning”.

Returning from our vacations and time away, we resume all the learning activities that we know at GSPR. We
are deeply grateful for the ministries of Creative Play pre-school, our Sunday Church School, our English as
Second Language ministry, our weekly Bible Study and past seasonal Bible study groups such as the very
successful Divine Drama held a number of years ago, led by Pastor Carol Westphal, and the ongoing faith
nurture groups, including WELCA, Confirmation Ministry, our fall youth retreat, and the Working Women’s
group, the Men’s Group and a host of other groups and retreats that cut across generational lines and are held
throughout the year.

In the wider community, we have worked with our other religious groups to offer a learning opportunity for peo-
ple who want to, either find new employment or find work in today’s challenging environment. We even started
a group for pastors, who help each other grow in faith while helping their respective congregations grow in
outreach.

Most recently, we concluded one of the best Vacation Church School programs ever. The numbers of partici-
pants was the highest in fifteen years, and we had more volunteers than we needed, although a place was
found for everyone who wanted to participate. We are hoping to share this experience with you through a spe-
cial, high definition video that will be a “streaming event” as part of a future sermon.

In addition, many of us remember the “Communiversity” held at Good Shepherd where, on each Wednesday
night, three courses were taught by members who shared particular interests and passions that have helped
them and others in their faith journey. The turnout for these courses was nothing short of fantastic.

Even our participation in the seminary internship program is a learning event of our congregation for student
and congregation alike. The possibilities in the church for learning are exciting and endless.

Indeed, life-long learning cuts through all our missions and ministries. Consider how much our young people
learn about the message of the Bible as they come together and perform the musicals they have so adroitly
and artistically performed. Who would have thought that we have so much talent in our church family through
which so much learning has taken place for young and old alike?

Plans are underway to gather those passionate about the visual arts with the hope that the church can be a
place where artists of all faiths or no faith, can come together, share experiences and help the wider commu-
nity grow in its appreciation of the visual arts. Throughout history, the church has always been a community
that supported the arts, and we look forward to carrying on this tradition with our artists here at Good Shep-
herd and in our wider community. There is a lot to learn. Certainly, my own continuing education programs
over the past year have focused on the visual arts because | wanted to learn more about this gift in life. You
can read about this in greater detail with my report that is found on the website at www.gspr.org.
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The Evangelical Lutheran
Church of the Good Shepherd
[ 12 North Main Street
Pearl River, New York 10965
OUR MISSION
“Welcoming the World in the
Word that has come among us

In Jesus Christ”

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sundays: 8:15, 9:30, 10:30 a.m.

SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICE
Sundays: 9:30 a.m.
Mondays: 7:30 p.m.

CONTACT US
Church Office: (845)735-2243
Fax: (845)735-0819
E-mail: office@gspr.org

Web site: www.gspr.org

Parsonage: ( 845)624-3615
Vicarage: (845)735-3662

Creative Play Pre-School: (845)735-2737

AT YOUR SERVICE
John W. Havrilla - Pastor
Jonathan Recabarren - Vicar

lone Mensing - Diaconal Assisting Minister/
Ministry Coordinator

Robert Bergman - Treasurer

Nancy Carlson - Creative Play Director

Dale Damon - Church Secretary

Steve Damon - Bookkeeper

Brenda Ferguson - Organist/Choir Director

Don Widmayer - Council President

Dagmar Klein - Church Administrator
Youth Administrator

Jeanette Kunow — Superintendent of

Sunday School

John Lampkin - Composer-in-Residence

Deanna Lauer - SCS Office Adm./ Worship
Leader

Alex & Alma Nika - Sextons

John R. Taylor - Pastor Emeritus, FL

2011 CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH COUNCIL

Donald Widmayer - Council President
Eileen Kennedy - Council Vice President
Robert Bergman - Treasurer

Kim Arcidiacono - Council Secretary
Susan Baumeister - Social Ministry

Rob Bayer - Property

Werner Boecker - Financial Secretary
Barbara Bow - Worship & Music Liaison
Brian Brooker - Property

Frank Getchell - Finance Chairman

April Hanna - Youth Representative
Herman Mensing - Stewardship Chairman
Kenneth Merring - Personnel

Tracey Miller - Youth

Greg Sealander - Ministry Asset Management
Lin Simeti - At Large

Barbara Sloane - Fellowship

John W. Havrilla - Pastor

Jonathan Recabarren - Vicar

LIFE STATIONS

Baptism Date
Cole James McNally 7/31/11
Weddings

Michael Johnson & Jennifer Micelli 7/30/11
Richard Noland & Emily Miskella 8/20/11
Funerals

Robert H. Prigge 7/25/11
General Memorial Fund

In memory of Audrey Neus by the Neus Family

In memory of Audrey Neus by Robert & Julie Brust

Good Shepherd Fund
In memory of Warren H. Knaust by Eleanor Barba

ALL IN THE FAMILY
Congratulations to Vinnie & Vlasta Kung on the birth of their son,
Jackson Peter Kung, on July 8th.

Congratulations to Steven & Linda (Saarts) Coston, who recently
competed in the San Diego 2011 State Games of America. Steven
won gold in the Men’s Doubles Bowling and Linda won a silver and a
bronze for Women'’s Singles & Women'’s Doubles Bowling.

GET YOUR COPY OF THE “VOICE” E-MAILED....

It will be exactly the same Voice that you've been receiving through the mail,
but delivered via e-mail instead. That way you receive your copy faster, and
we save on mailing expenses. To sign up for the e-Voice, send an e-mail to
secretary@gspr.org, as well as the e-mail address you'd like us to use.
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In addition to these experiences of life-long learning, Hospice of Rockland will be holding an education event for our
congregation and wider community in November. Make sure you look for the information provided in next month’s
newsletter.

To help us plan for the future, this August, a new group convened with the purpose of helping us identify ways to provide
even more opportunities for life-long learning in the faith. At our first meeting, each person shared one experience they
had in learning that changed their lives in a lasting and meaningful way. What a pleasure it was to hear of these experi-
ences. Those in attendance left with a sense of blessing just being together and sharing. It is true that some of our best
learning takes place in the “learn through pain” school, but learning can also be fun, invigorating and challenging. The
church is especially effective when it serves as a place wherein people can share and learn with others.

To this end, we are looking to making every month a life-long learning month at Good Shepherd church. We have so
much to learn and so much to share. We are grounded by grace in God’s plan of salvation for the whole world. As we
come to observe and learn, we come to know the eternal grace of our God in Jesus Christ. For Christians, the Rite of
Confirmation is not the end of learning; it is the beginning of new ventures. Learning ministries such as Sunday Church
School and even our three-year Confirmation ministry program are really just seeds in our “Life-long Learning” venture.
September is the beginning of a new season—a season of “Life-long Learning” in which you can share wholeheartedly.
Your life and your faith depend on this learning.

In Matthew 11:29, our Lord invites us to take his yoke and learn from him. As the Lord invites us to be drawn into his
cross and resurrection, so he comes that we might learn from him the riches of God’s amazing and abundant grace.
Such a venture in learning can only be a life long learning venture. Regardless of when you are drawn into it, it will
change you and your life in lasting and deeply meaningful ways.

Looking still to learn and loving it more,
Pastor John W. Havrilla

LAUNCHED EXPANDED WEBSITE!

Next time you go online, navigate to the church website www.gspr.org and view the new pages that are packed with
photos and videos and information. With expanded opportunities to communicate and share, we will be utilizing the
website for messages about upcoming programs and highlight important events. Many thanks to John Balison and
Eileen Kennedy who developed and created the new site. To keep the site fresh, we will be looking for additional photos
and information. If you have something to share, please email to eileenkennedy@riverstonepartners.net

STEWARDSHIP

Imagine, summer’s almost over. That means Good Shepherd is coming into a new season, and a new year. There will
be exciting opportunities and challenges for us, as we continue to grow in lives of service and support, and build a bridge
into our future. These will be communicated to everyone, in writing and in gatherings. Pray about the role you will play in
being part of that growth, as we move ahead in doing God’s work here in Pearl River and beyond.

2011 ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE Voice Publication Deadline
INTO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY Items to be included in The Shepherd’s Voice must be
submitted to the church office by September 9th for
OC_:TOBER 9th. the October issue. Electronic submission (e-mail) is
office@gspr.org preferred. Articles submitted after the deadline may not
be published, due to space and time restrictions. Please
e-mail articles to: secretary@gspr.org.




HOT DOG SUNDAY is September 18"

Following the 10:30 a.m. service, join us in Fellowship Hall for our annual
lunch of hot dogs with all the trimmings. It's a great opportunity to reconnect
after the summer with those members we know, as well as to meet new peo-

ple, and make new friends.

VICAR JONATHAN

As part of Hot Dog Sunday, we will be recognizing our vicar, Jonathan
Recabarren, his wife, Vilma and son Alex. Jonathan has finished his
year of vicarage, but we are pleased that he will be a continuing pres-
ence at Good Shepherd in a lesser capacity as he finishes his last year
of seminary. He will be employed by the church and involved primarily in

our youth and confirmation programs.

God's
Global
- Barnyard

The final count is in! Thanks to all of you who donated and
hopped, we were able to contribute $2,658.74 to God'’s
Global Barnyard to help end world hunger. These animals
provide families living in poverty with food, funds, and fertil-
izer—all for a better future.

BIBLE STUDY RESUMES

A reminder to all that our Wednesday Night Bible Study
Group will meet from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. on September 28,
Oct. 5, 12, 26, Nov. 2 and 30.

We will meet in Pastor Havrilla’s office All are welcome;
come and join us as we read the “#1 best selling book of
all time,” The Bible.

MEMORIAL TREE OF LIFE

The Memorial Tree of Life, located in the hall of the Edward
B. Buller Education Building, is available for donated leaves
in memory of a loved one, or in honor of, or just a family
name. The cost is $250 per leaf. Contact the church office
if interested. (845)735-2243.

Sunday, September 11, 2011
Orangetown 9/11 Memorial Service

Orangetown’s 9-11 Memorial Service will be held at
11:30 am at Town Hall in front of the 9-11 Memorial Gar-
den. Please come and show support as we remember
those lost and their families.

HELP SUPPORT PEOPLE TO PEOPLE

JOIN PEOPLE TO PEOPLE IN HELPING ROCKLAND KIDS GO

BACK TO SCHOOL WITH DIGNITY!

Along with donations of peanut butter and jelly, cans of tuna and chicken, juice boxes and other lunch items, consider
adding school supplies to help People to People’s BACK TO SCHOOL WITH DIGNITY program. Simply purchase a
few extra school supplies when shopping for your own favorite students and drop them off in the box at the entrance to

the education building.

WHAT KIND OF SUPPLIES? People to People has plenty of pens, rulers, regular pencils, single subject spiral note-
books and glue sticks. What they REALLY need are all of the following:

Compasses Dividers Dictionaries
Scissors Book Covers Hi-lighters

Graph Paper Pencil Cases Calculators

Colored Markers Pocket Folders Scientific Calculators
1” binders White Index Cards 3-subject notebooks

Marble composition books 5-subject notebooks Backpacks
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COME TO OKTOBERFEST 2011
October 15™ at 6:00 p.m.
(doors will open at 5:45 p.m.)

'% Come for an evening of
German atmosphere,

great food, entertainment, music,

e~
&@ raffles, children’s activities and fellowship

Menu: Roast pork and gravy, potato pancakes, potato salad, sauerkraut & bratwurst, applesauce, green salad,
rolls and an apple dessert (hot dogs for children)
Beer, wine, cider and soda

Cost: Adults $12.00
Children $6.00 (12 and under)
Family: $35.00
Children under two are free
Wine and beer: $5 each — limit of two

We are looking for “many hands to make light the work”, so watch for sign-up sheets to: set up, decorate,
bake, cook/work in kitchen, serve, clean up. We are also looking for individuals and groups to make up bas-
kets for the raffle table.

Proceeds will go to People to People and Pastor Larry’s food pantry in the Bronx—Feel free to bring some
extra donations of food items. We will be eating like kings, while others are hungry.

Please fill out the form below and send to church office with payment, with Oktoberfest indicated on the
check. No tickets will be sold after church, and confirmation will be by e-mail or telephone.

Only 125 tickets will be sold, and the deadline is October 7.

OKTOBERFEST 201 | — October 5" 6:00 p.m.

NAME:

E-mail or telephone # for confirmation:

Adults: Children

Wine: ~ _ Beer:__ __ (limit of two per person)

Total: $




In countries like Djibouti, Ethiopia, Somalia and Kenya,
the past six months has led to the region being plagued
by the worst drought seen in 60 years. People have
experienced reduced access to drinking water and ma-
jor reductions in crops and livestock, which in turn has
led to skyrocketing food prices and food shortages.

As the situation progresses, the ELCA will continue to
work with partners and companions to determine how
we can continue to meet people's needs.

Your gifts to ELCA Disaster Response, designated for
“Horn of Africa Drought”, will be used entirely (100
percent) for immediate relief in Africa. You may also
choose to give to ELCA Disaster Response where the
need is greatest--enabling our church to respond
where help is needed most around the world and close
to home.

Please visit ELCA Disaster Response for more

information and worship resources.

Other Ways to Give:

Check or money orders sent to:

ELCA Disaster Response
39330 Treasury Center
Chicago, IL 60694-9300
write "Horn of Africa Drought"
on your check's memo line.

*Credit card by phone: 800-638-3522

Check it out... www.gspr.orq

LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES
UPCOMING EVENTS

. 9/11 10™ Anniversary Commemoration
September 11, 2011 6:00PM

Location: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church,
3 West 66th Street, New York

A special commemoration of Prayer & Remembrance has been
planned by our faith community.

Bishops David Benke & Stephen Bouman will offer reflections.
Special gathering music of “The Fireman’s Prayer” —by composer
Joelle Wallach.

Other dignitaries present: MNYS-ELCA Bishop Robert Rimbo.
Invited: LCMS President Matthew Harrison and ELCA Presiding
Bishop Mark Hanson

A reception to follow the 10th Anniversary Commemoration

Let us join hands in compassion, unity and service as we remem-
ber those who were lost, how our lives were changed forever and
now living forward in God’s grace. Come and be part of our faith
community at this commemoration as we recall our darkest and
finest moments.

e Annual Meeting
November 15, 2011 beginning at 5:00pm

Location: Interchurch Center 475
Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115

Lutheran Social Services of New York cordially invites pastors, con-
gregation members and delegates, and agency partners to attend
its Annual Meeting. A memorable evening has been planned as we
bring to a close the 125th Anniversary year celebration. A brief ser-
vice of prayer and readings is planned in commemoration of the
agency’s historic milestone. We will give special recognition to hon-
orees of the Kujenga Jamii Award, for their outstanding commu-
nity work and compassionate devotion on behalf of those in need.
The award is symbolic of the agency’s mission to strengthen
lives, families and communities.

The special Kujenga Jamii Award categories are: Faith Commu-
nity: (congregation)... Ministry Partners (agency, foundation, com-
pany)... Rising Star (New to the field of human services)... Special
Recognition... Volunteer...Worker in the Vineyard.

GO TO: www.Issny.org for more information. To register your dele-
gates call Marc Herstein at 212-870-1990

¢ Run2Feed November 2011

LSSNY will once again participate in the Run2Feed NY City
Marathon. Run2Feed helps the hundreds of persons who
visit our agency’s Hunger Prevention sites. We will once
again prepare meals, holiday food baskets and Thanksgiv-
ing dinners. Thank you for helping to feed the hungry
neighbor at our doorstep.
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SonQuest Rainforest — Vacation Bible School

Many thanks to all of the volunteers who made this year’s VBS a success and in particular our leader, Diane Bergman!
The planning started back in January; however the excitement started in July when we had over 20 volunteers come out
to help us prepare by painting and decorating. The backdrops were colorful and vibrant and enabled the rainforest to
come alive in the minds of the children.

With over 60 children attending, the church was rocking with excitement, fun and learning. All through the halls giggles
and excited voices could be heard. The program consisted of the opening session, which shared the overall message
for the day, and then each class headed out to games, crafts, music or Bible stories. To see some of the fun — log on to
our website www.gspr.org/learning and navigate to the photo gallery. In addition, Werner Boecker spent some time
videoing the volunteers and capturing the fun.

For anyone looking to add some joy to their summer, | recommend you come out to help in next years’ program.

ESL CLASSES TO RESUME
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH—VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Good Shepherd will resume its ESL (English Second Language) classes on Monday, September 19th at 7:30 pm -
9:00pm, in Fellowship Hall. We are still looking for individuals who are interested in teaching. The knowledge of a for-
eign language is helpful, but not a necessity.

I look forward to seeing you there. If interested, please contact Joan Duonnolo at 845-267-8390.

CREATIVE PLAY NEWS

It's hard to believe our summer days are coming to a close and school is ready to open. The teachers
and the staff have been busy getting the classrooms decorated and cleaned for our new school year.
Everyone is excited for a year of learning and fun. Ouir first day of classes for our UPK students will be
Wednesday, September 7". The classes for our Creative Play students will start on Monday, September 12" for our 4-
year-olds and our 3-day 3-year olds. The three-year-old children will start on Tuesday, September 13". We still have
limited openings in our 3-year old afternoon classes, so please call the school office, 735-2737, if you are interested in
enrolling. We are excited this year to start our Kindergarten Enrichment program, which is available to children in the
Pearl River School District. We have had a great response to this program, and are looking forward to this new adven-
ture.

Mommy and Me classes will begin later this month, and there are limited openings in this program as well. Please call
the school if you are interested in more information about this program.

Nancy Carlson

THANK YOU FROM THANK YOU FROM
ROCKLAND INTERFAITH BREAKFAST PROGRAM SUMMIT PARK
THERAPEUTIC RECREATION SERVICES
A “thank you” was received from Ms. Marianne Leese, From: Judy Isaksen, Dir. Of Therapeutic Services:

Admin. Asst. for the Rockland Interfaith Breakfast Program. | | “ How kind of your congregation to think of us. The gift of
benevolence to others is philanthropic by nature and hu-

“As basically an all-volunteer program, we rely on the faith- | | manitarian by accomplishment. To remember those who
fulness and dedication of the many individuals and organi- || reside in a nursing home is a gift from the heart and spirit.
zations, such as yours, to help keep the program running Once again, | thank you all!”

smoothly. Thank you for your ongoing support of this vital | | x Donations were collected from the VBS children &
ministry. parents this summer and given to Summit Park.
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YOUTH NEWS - SEPTEMBER HAPPENINGS

WELCOME BACK to all of youlll T hope everyone had a
fantastic summer.

YOUTH COUNCIL KICKOFF AND PLANNING MEETING

DATE: Saturday, September 10™

TIME: 4:00 - 8:00 PM

PLACE: The Miller's Backyard (please contact church office for address)
WHO: 3™ through 12™ graders

Join us for swimming and a BBQ at the Miller's House - please bring a side dish to share.

This will also be our kickoff meeting for the new Youth Council - come meet our new Youth Council officers and
give your input, as we plan the youth events for the fall.

Please call the church office with any questions.

Confirmation - Thursday, Sept 15™ - 7:45 0 8:45 PM

Our first Confirmation class for the new school year will begin on Sept 15™ for all 6™, 7™ and 8™ graders
and their parents. Please join us in Fellowship Hall. Schedules for the remainder of the year will given out
that night.

Acolyte Training - Thursday, September 22" - 7:45 pm

All 8™ graders are required to acolyte at the 8:15 am service throughout the year. You will be trained the month
before you acolyte and you will be notified via email if you are to attend.

Sunday, Sept 11™ - 11:30 am - in the church - Communion and Confirmation Parents Meeting

A short meeting with Pastor John will start immediately following the 10:30 Service.

Ma-He-Tu - Jr. Chaperone Meeting - Sunday, September 18™ - 11:30 am

Interested in being a junior chaperone for Ma-He-Tu?? Grab a hot dog after the service and meet us in the gar-
den by the playground. Weather permitting, we'll walk to King Kone for ice cream.

Ma-He-Tu Confirmation Retreat - Friday, Sept 23" - Sunday, Sept 25™

Come to our annual “"weekend in the woods"...open to all 6™ through 8™ graders...we are also in need of Junior
Chaperones (9™ - 12™ graders) and adult chaperones, small group leaders, drivers and shoppers..please call Dag-
mar at 624-3216 if you can help for all or part of this weekend.

Registration forms are available on the Youth Bulletin Board and in the Church Office.
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4 Pentecost 12 5 Labor Day 6 7 8 9 VOICE DEADLINE 10
9:30 Service of Holy Communion 9:30/1:00 UPK First Day 9:30/1:00 UPK Classes 9:30/1:00 UPK Classes
Church Office Closed 9:00 Golden Stitchers CP 3yr. old Visitation Day 3-day 3's & 4 yr. old visitation
7:00 Creative Play 3 yr. olds 11:00 Staff Mtg. 12:00 Senior “B” Club/FH
Parent Mtg./sanctuary 7:00 4yr. old Mandatory Mtg.
— lHH[IH 8:00 Senior Choir Rehearsal
/ ‘* 7:45 AAJFellowship Hall
8:00 AA/Fellowship Hall -l
I | Pentecost 13 12 13 14 15 16 17
8:15 Holy Communion 9:30/1:00 UPK Classes 9:30/1:00 UPK Classes 9:30/1:00 Creative Play/UPK 9:30/1:00 Creative Play/UPK 9:30/1:00 Creative Play/UPK 9:00 Men’s Breakfast Group
9:30 Contemporary Worship 1st Day for 3-day 3's & 4 yr. olds 1st. Day for 2-day 3's 9:00 Golden Stitchers
9:45-10:15 Senior Choir 1:00 Piecemakers 4:30 Executive Comm. Mtg. 5:00 Wedding Rehearsal 11:30 Staff Mtg.
9:30 SCS Teacher Breakfast/FH 7:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry Mtg. 7:00 Boy Scouts—Ed. Bldg. 7:45-8:45 Confirmation all grades |  4:30 Wedding

10:30 Worship/Upper Room/
SCS Registration Day
11:30 Confirmation Parents Mtg.

8:00 AA/Fellowship Hall

8:00 Senior Choir Rehearsal

18 Pentecost 14

HOT DOG SUNDAY

8:15 Worship/Temple Talk

9:30 Contemporary Worship/Temple
Talk

9:45-10:15 Senior Choir

10:30 Holy Communion/SCS/Upper
Room/SCS Teacher Installation

11:30 HOT DOG SUNDAY

11:30 Ma-He-Tu Jr. Chaperone Mtg.

8:00 AA/Fellowship Hall

19

9:30/1:00 Creative Play/UPK

7:30 ESL Classes/Fellowship Hall

20

9:30/1:00 Creative Play/UPK

7:00 Creative Play Exec. Bd. Mtg.
7:00 Boy Scouts/FH

21 St. Matthew, Apostle

9:30/1:00 Creative Play/UPK
9:00 Golden Stitchers

7:00 Church Council/parlor

22

9:30/1:00 Creative Play/UPK
11:00 Staff Mtg.

7:45 Acolyte Training

8:00 Senior Choir Rehearsal

23 Ma-He-Tu Retreat

9:30/1:00 Creative Play/UPK
12:00 Senior “B” Club/FH

7:45 AA/Fellowship Hall

FALL BEGINS

24 Ma-He-Tu Retreat

25 Pentecost 15
Ma-He-Tu Retreat

8:15 Holy Communion

9:30 Contemporary Worship

9:45-10:15 Senior Choir

10:30 Worship/SCS/Upper Rm.
Cherubs/Baptisms

11:30 Coffee Hr./parlor

8:00 AA/Fellowship Hall

26

9:30/1:00 Creative Play/UPK

7:30 ESL Classes/Fellowship Hall

27

9:30/1:00 Creative Play/UPK
1:00 Piecemakers
7:00 Boy Scouts/FH

28

9:30/1:00 Creative Play/UPK
9:00 Golden Stitchers

7:00 SPT Meeting/parlor
7:30 Adult Bible Study

29 St Michael & All Angels
NO CREATIVE PLAY

11:00 Staff Mtg.

7:00 Pastor Acts

7:45 ECCO/Pastor’s office

8:00 Senior Choir Rehearsal

Rosh Hashanah

30

NO CREATIVE PLAY

7:45 AA/Fellowship Hall

Fall Begins




